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The Landscape Article
By the landscape guy 2-2021

if you are reading this article any time in early February, you have just come off of a few weeks of 40-50’s nighttime
temperatures, which followed a few weeks of consistent daytime temperatures below 75 degrees, with many days not
breaking 70. Believe it or not this is Florida’s winter,

This is the dormant season for grass, shrubs and flowers. Uniess you have specifically planted the cooler season flowers,
you will see very little, if any, activity other than green growth on these plantings. Lawns are basically doing nothing —
and that’s not because of lack of water — this is what nature has called for --we have only cut the fawns 1x, maybe 2x in
the past month. Dormant — no matter what you do. So, wait until early March to do any new plantings. Choose wisely
my friends. We will discuss that in next month’s article.

As we do at the beginning of each new season, | will review the very basic care for healthy lawns, shrubs and flowers.
This is the time to plan for the next season

The 3 ingredients on any basic fertilizer bag are Nitrogen, Phosphorus, Potassium in that order and are distinguished by
a set of 3 numbers-example 15-3-10

Nitrogen (1% #) is more productive in the summer months. (you will have to apply this as a homeowner since restrictions
for the State no longer allow lawn service companies to use Nitrogen in the summer months-June thru Sept) Most
summer fertilizers have a high first number {above 20} but usually not above 28. Too much nitrogen can burn your lawn
and kill it if not applied properly.

Nitrogen is extremely harmful to newly planted lawns and flowers.

A substitute in the summer months is IRON for close to the same effects.

Nitrogen aids in the greening of the grass blades (along with iron) causing the lawn to become thick, which in turn does
not allow the hot summer sun to burn the top layers of roots.

This is also why it is recommended to cut summer lawns to 4 % inches. A thick lawn will also choke off any of the weaker
weeds from taking over; not allowing them to get the sun needed to germinate.

Phosphorus (2™ #) is mostly used by a plant to aid in the production of flowers. Florida soils are naturaily high in
phosphorus and that’s why many of the lawn fertilizers have a low second number. You will see that some very popular
recommended lawn fertilizers do not even have any phosphorus in them (15-0-15 is a common one).

If you look at a bag of bioom booster fertilizer you will see the middle numbers that run in the 30 to 55 range (example
5-45-8). This type of fertilizer should only be applied prior to bloom growing season and on flowering plants only. Ifitis
applied during dormant season (which many people do} it will confuse the normal life cycle of the plant - do not get me
wrong- the plant will bloom and bloom nicely, but you will shorten the life cycle considerably. This is how greenhouses
produce many wonderful blooming plants that you buy- and then low and behold when they bloom in your yard you
wonder why they do not look like the one you bought.

Potassium {last #) {(also known as potash) aids in the strengthening of the root system. Winter months are the best time
to apply potassium. Potassium gets applied by the Pest control company in November on the property and helps to get
the roots deep into the soil for 2 reasons. 1. The deeper the root system, the less likely to burn in the hot summer
months. 2. The more sophisticated the root system, the more it can find those hidden pockets of moisture during the
dry periods.

PO NOT OVERLAP WHAT 1S ALREADY APPLIED BY THE PEST CONTROL COMPANY-CHECK THE LANDSCAPE SCHEDULE in
the office

Nothing can replace natural rain. The minor trace elements in rainwater also play a big part in the strength, life and color
of your lawns, but that is another day’s lesson.

As you can see the 3 items in a bag of fertilizer all retate to one another as does everything that happens in nature.

A healthy plant wili fight off disease and choke out weeds and defend itself from pests better than a stressed plant. This
is how all of nature works, no different here.


















Suggestions for Stonehedge 2021 SRA Activities!!

We want to hear from you! Your ideas matter to our committee and we're looking for new
suggestions and ideas for this year’s Stonehedge Resident Activities. We’re always looking for
people to Suggest, Host, and Volunteer to participate with preparations. Please fill out the
requested information beflow and drop it in the Clubhouse “Suggestion Box” placed on the round
table near the kitchen area. The suggestions will be collected and reviewed by the Committee to
see if the event meets the SRA criteria. Please keep in mind we are still under the COVID Rules
and Regulations as you are submitting your ideas. We will consider all ideas and will contact you
to discuss your suggestions. If you have any questions, please contact an SRA member. Thank you
and we look forward to a new and exciting year of Stonehedge Resident Activities.

1. What kind of event is it?

2. Are you Hosting the activity or placing a suggestion?

3. Would this be an inside or outside activity?

Your Name

Telephone#

Email

















































